
River Dell Regional School District 
 

History Through Film Analysis 
Curriculum 

2018 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Mr. Patrick Fletcher 

Superintendent  
River Dell Regional Schools 

  
Ms. Lorraine Brooks       Mr. Richard Freedman 

Principal         Principal 
  River Dell High School           River Dell Middle School 

 
Mr. William Feldman 

Assistant Superintendent of 
Curriculum and Instruction 

 
 
 

Curriculum Committee 
Ms. Lisa Torres 

Ms. Elizabeth Stiles  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



River Dell Regional School District 
History Through Film Analysis Curriculum 2 
Approved October 2018 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

I. Course Synopsis     Page 3   
 

II. Philosophy & Rationale    Page 3   
 

III. Scope & Sequence     Page 5   
 

IV. Unit Descriptions     Page 6   
 

V. Course Materials     Page 29 

VI. Curriculum Differentiation    Page 30    

  

           
 

 

  



River Dell Regional School District 
History Through Film Analysis Curriculum 3 
Approved October 2018 
 

History Through Film Analysis 

 

I. Course Synopsis: 

This course will focus on the study of history through film analysis.  Film analysis 

covers, but is not limited to, major motion pictures, documentaries, and television series.  

Students will develop critical thinking techniques for viewing media with a critical eye 

and understand the process of evaluating movies as secondary source materials.  

Topics that will be covered include, but are not limited to, American culture and identity, 

societal change, race, and gender.   

 
II. Philosophy and Rationale: 
Studying history allows for students to develop critical thinking skills that they can use to 
help them evaluate the human experience from past to present.  As an integral 
component of 21st century learning skills, studying history helps students to develop 
their own sense of inquiry.  Using films and other aspects of popular culture, students 
will learn to understand how they document history and express the values of the time 
periods in which they were released.  Since movies have developed into the most 
accessible presentation for much of what we think we know about history, it is important 
for students to be able to understand the limits to how much films can be relied upon as 
vehicles for historical truth and accuracy.  Many major motion pictures are dramatic 
presentations of actual events, people, and places.  However, whether they are 
complete in terms of how they present historical fact and understanding needs to be 
considered.  In taking History Through Film Analysis, students will learn how to 
incorporate historical research, the influence of outside factors (budget, agenda, political 
climate, box-office grosses, as examples), the portrayal of historical events and take 
that information to create their own evaluations of film as a source of history and as an 
art form.   
 
NJ Educational Mandates 
The core mission of the New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education is to promote 
Holocaust education in the State of New Jersey. On a continual basis, the Commission 
shall survey the status of Holocaust Education; design, encourage and promote the 
implementation of Holocaust and genocide education and awareness; provide programs 
in New Jersey; and coordinate designated events that will provide appropriate 
memorialization of the Holocaust on a regular basis throughout the state. 
http://www.state.nj.us/njded/holocaust/aboutus/mandate.html  
 
The Amistad Bill (A1301), calls on New Jersey schools to incorporate African-American 
history into their Social Studies curriculum.‖ Passed by the New Jersey legislature in 
2002, ―The Amistad Bill‖ created the Amistad Commission, a 22- member body 
charged with ensuring that the rich heritage and lessons of black America are fully 
represented and taught throughout the state’s classrooms. 
http://www.theamistadcommission.com/ 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/njded/holocaust/aboutus/mandate.html
http://www.theamistadcommission.com/
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Ten Thematic Strands of Social Studies  
I Culture – A people’s way of life, language, customs, arts, belief systems, traditions, 
and how they evolve over time. 
II Time, Continuity, and Change – The importance of understanding the past and key 
historical concepts, analytically and from various perspectives. 
III People, Places, and Environments – The complex relationship between human 
beings and the environments within which they live and work. 
IV Individual Development and Identity – The exploration of human behaviors as 
they relate to the development of personal identities and the various factors that 
impact identity formation. 
V Individuals, Groups, and Institutions – The impact of educational, religious, 
social, and political groups and institutions and the integral roles they play in 
people’s lives. 
VI Power, Authority, and Governance – The complex purposes and features of 
individuals and groups with respect to issues of power and government. 
VII Production, Distribution, and Consumption – The role of resources, their 
production and use, technology, and trade on economic systems. 
VIII Science, Technology, and Society – The significance of scientific discovery 
and technological change on people, the environment, and other systems. 
IX Global Connections – The critical importance of knowledge and awareness of 
politics, economics, geography, and culture on a global scale. 
X Civic Ideals and Practices – The understanding that civic ideals and participatory 
citizenship are central to democracy. (For a complete explanation of the Ten Thematic Strands, go to 

www.socialstudies.org/standards/strand) 

 
*Suggested films are to be used with discretion.  They can be shown 
as clips or in entirety* 

Themes/Units: 

 Unit 1: American Identity and Culture (7-9 weeks) 
o American values/cultural identity 
o Political Culture 
o Economics 
o War 

 Unit 2: Society and Societal Change (7-9 weeks) 
o Class structure 
o Morality (Violence, sex)  
o Urban/Suburban development 
o Youth Culture 

 Unit 3: Race (7-9 weeks) 
o Ethnicity 
o Diversity 
o Immigration 
o Minority Representation 

 Unit 4: Gender (7-9 weeks) 
o Female perspectives/representation 
o Male perspectives/representation 
o LGBTQ perspective/representation 

http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/strand
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Student Learning Objectives/Outcomes: 
This course is designed to enable students to: 

 Critically analyze film and popular culture. 

 Make cultural evaluations and connections. 

 Develop research skills 

 Determine the perspective and point of view of the filmmaker  

 Develop analytical skills, public speaking skills, and collaborative skills 

 Learn to use film as a secondary historical source. 
 
III. Scope & Sequence  

● Unit 1: American Identity & Culture (7-9 weeks) 
Essential Questions: How do American films personify American values? What are the 
stories/elements of stories that define who we are as Americans? 
 
Major Concepts: American exceptionalism, American colonialism and expansion, the 
roots and development of American political and economic culture, America’s 
involvement in armed conflict and its role as “watchdog” of the world.  
 

● Unit 2: Society and Societal Change (7-9 weeks) 
Essential Questions: How do films and popular culture represent social change?  To 
what extent has tolerance of sex and violence evolved over time?  What does it mean to 
be a hero? What does it mean to be an anti-hero? How does a film reflect the culture of 
its time?   
 
Major Concepts: Social class, urban and suburban development, morality, youth culture, 
presentation of and degrees of acceptance of violence and sex, crime and punishment. 
 

● Unit 3: Race (7-9 weeks) 
Essential Questions: How have the themes in films reflected the change in American 
values? How do the plot and characterizations reflect the culture of a time period? How 
are minorities represented in film?  What is type-casting?  How does film reflect popular 
opinion concerning different ethnic and racial groups?   
 
Major Concepts: Representation of different ethnic and minority groups in film and its 
evolution over time.  Diversity of actors, filmmakers, and audience.  Depictions of the 
immigrant experience. 
 

● Unit 4: Gender (7-9 weeks) 
Essential Questions:  How have social movements impacted the film industry?  How 
have portrayals of women and the LGBT community evolved over time?  How do social 
trends correspond with trends in film?  
 
Major Concepts: Male dominance in the film industry.  #MeToo and its impact on films 
and female representation.  The perspective and representation of the LGBTQ 
community in films.  
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HISTORY THROUGH FILM ANALYSIS CURRICULUM 
UNIT ONE:  AMERICAN IDENTITY AND CULTURE 

 

STATE STANDARDS  

6.1.12.B.2.a Analyze how the United States has attempted to account for regional 
differences while also striving to create an American identity. 
6.1.12.B.2.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the Northwest Ordinance in resolving 
disputes over Western lands and the expansion of slavery. 
6.1.12.A.3.e Judge the fairness of government treaties, policies, and actions that 
resulted in Native American migration and removal. 
6.1.12.A.3.i Examine the origins of the antislavery movement and the impact of 
particular events, such as the Amistad decision, on the movement. 
6.1.12.B.3.a Assess the impact of Western settlement on the expansion of United 
States political boundaries. 
6.1.12.D.3.e Determine the impact of religious and social movements on the 
development of American culture, literature, and art. 
6.1.12.A.4.a Analyze the ways in which prevailing attitudes, socioeconomic factors, and 
government actions (i.e., the Fugitive Slave Act and Dred Scott Decision) in the North 
and South (i.e., Secession) led to the Civil War. 
6.1.12.A.4.b Analyze how ideas found in key documents (i.e., the Declaration of 
Independence, the Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions, the 
Emancipation Proclamation, and the Gettysburg Address) contributed to demanding 
equality for all. 
6.1.12.A.5.b Analyze the effectiveness of governmental policies and of actions by 
groups and individuals to address discrimination against new immigrants, Native 
Americans, and African Americans. 
6.1.12.D.5.c Assess the effectiveness of public education in fostering national unity and 
American values and in helping people meet their economic needs and expectations. 
6.1.12.D.9.b Analyze the impact of the Great Depression on the American family, 
migratory groups, and ethnic and racial minorities.  
6.1.12.A.12.a Analyze ideological differences and other factors that contributed to the 
Cold War and to United States involvement in conflicts intended to contain communism, 
including the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the Vietnam War.  
6.1.12.C.12.a Explain the implications and outcomes of the Space Race from the 
perspectives of the scientific community, the government, and the people. 
6.1.12.C.12.c Analyze how scientific advancements impacted the national and global 
economies and daily life. 
6.1.12.D.12.b Analyze efforts to eliminate communism, such as McCarthyism, and their 
impact on individual civil liberties. 
6.1.12.D.12.c Evaluate how the development of nuclear weapons by industrialized 
countries and developing counties affected international relations. 
6.1.12.D.12.d Compare and contrast American public support of the government and 
military during the Vietnam War with that of other conflicts. 
6.1.12.D.12.e Analyze the role that media played in bringing information to the 
American public and shaping public attitudes toward the Vietnam War. 
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6.1.12.D.14.c Determine the impact of the changing role of labor unions on the 
economy, politics, and employer-employee relationships. 
6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals with gender 
preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of equality in the 
workplace, politics, and society. 
6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, public opinion, 
and political decisions. 
6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., art, food, 
music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American culture. 
6.1.12.B.15.a Evaluate the effectiveness of the United States government’s efforts to 
provide humanitarian assistance during international natural disasters and times of 
crises. 
6.1.12.D.15.c Explain how and why religious tensions and historic differences in the 
Middle East have led to international conflicts, and analyze the effectiveness of United 
States policy and actions in bringing peaceful resolutions to the region.  
6.1.12.D.15.d Analyze the reasons for terrorism and the impact that terrorism has had 
on individuals and government policies, and assess the effectiveness of actions taken 
by the United States and other nations to prevent terrorism. 
6.2.12.D.1.b Compare slavery practices and other forms of coerced labor or social 
bondage common in East Africa, West Africa, Southwest Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. 
6.2.12.D.1.c Analyze various motivations for the Atlantic slave trade and the impact on 
Europeans, Africans, and Americans. 
6.2.12.D.1.d Explain how the new social stratification created by voluntary and coerced 
interactions among Native Americans, Africans, and Europeans in Spanish colonies laid 
the foundation for conflict. 
6.2.12.A.3.b Relate the responses of various governments to pressure for self-
government or self-determination to subsequent reform or revolution. 
6.1.12.A.16.a Examine the impact of media and technology on political and social 
issues in a global society. 
6.1.12.A.16.b Analyze government efforts to address intellectual property rights, 
personal privacy, and other ethical issues in science, medicine, and business that arise 
from the global use of new technologies.  
6.1.12.C.16.a Evaluate the economic, political, and social impact of new and emerging 
technologies on individuals and nations. 
6.1.12.D.16.a Analyze the impact of American culture on other world cultures from 
multiple perspectives.  
6.1.12.D.16.b Explain how and why technology is transforming access to education and 
educational practices worldwide. 
6.2.12.D.6.a Assess the role of increased personal and business electronic 
communications in creating a “global” culture, and evaluate the impact on traditional 
cultures and values. 
6.3.12.D.2 Analyze a current foreign policy issue by considering current and historical 
perspectives, examining strategies, and presenting possible actions 
6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting 
national security and/or individual civil rights/ privacy. 
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NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  
RH.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained from specific details to develop an understanding of the text 
as a whole.  
RH.11-12.2. Determine the theme, central ideas, information and/or perspective(s) 
presented in a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key 
events, ideas and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the course of the text.  
RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various perspectives for actions or events; determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 
RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, as well as in words) in 
order to address a question or solve a problem. 
RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, 
into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content.  
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 
NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism.  
NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.  
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 
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NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations.  
NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking.  
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 
9.3.12.AR‐PRF.6 Create stage, film, television or electronic media scripts in a variety of 
traditional and current formats. 
9.3.12.AR‐VIS.1 Describe the history and evolution of the visual arts and its role in and 
impact on society. 
9.3.12.AR‐VIS.2 Analyze how the application of visual arts elements and principles of 
design communicate and express ideas. 
9.3.12.AR‐VIS.3 Analyze and create two and three‐dimensional visual art forms using 
various media. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS  

The American national identity has been evolving as the country has expanded 
territorially, integrating new people, ideas and values into its own cultural fabric.  
American film, though young compared to other forms of media, has had a significant 
impact on the development of American culture. 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
American identity has been both reflected in and influenced by film. A popular aspect of 
“Americanism” is the reflection of America’s role in armed conflicts, which has 
dramatically shaped who we are as a people. Films have routinely portrayed military 
conflict, espionage and heroism as part of the American mythology. 
 

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

 Discussions 

 Reflection Logs 

 Film critiques 

 Film casting activities that engage student in a process of character interpretation 
and the individual embodiment of those characters in real people 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

1. How do American films personify its values?  
2. What are the stories/elements of stories that define who we are as Americans?  
3. What does it mean to be an American?   
4. In what ways does our interest in the past relate to the present?   
5. To what extent is accuracy important when a film portrays real life events?   
6. To what degree should Hollywood be expected to draw a line between 

entertainment and education?  
7. How does a film reflect the culture, beliefs, and values of its time?   
8. Who is responsible for creating meaning in films?   
9. How does film’s portrayal of America’s role in armed conflict shape our beliefs 

about such conflicts? 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students will be able to... 

 analyze the development of the American identity over time. 

 discuss the concept of American exceptionalism. 

 construct a well-developed argument on the nature of American cultural identity. 

 identify the stories/elements of stories that define who we are as Americans. 

 explain how American films personify its values. 

 identify how a film reflects the culture, beliefs, and values of its time. 

 define the line between entertainment and education in Hollywood films. 

 analyze our beliefs about armed conflict and America’s role in them based on  
the portrayal in films.  

 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  

 Debate: American Exceptionalism: Fact of Fiction? Students will use information 
from the films shown in class and their own research to construct sound 
arguments that either confirm the notion of American Exceptionalism or rejects it 
as myth. 

 American Cultural Timeline: Students will create a timeline of famous American 
films (either ones from class or not) that shows and explains the progression of 
American ideology over time.  Students will present their timelines to the class 
and defend their movie choices and rationale. 

 Small Group Discussion/Socratic Seminar: Students will choose films from this 
unit and explain if and where there is a line between education and 
entertainment.  They will discuss the purpose of filmmakers and where truth was 
sacrificed for storytelling.  
 

SUGGESTED FILMS 

 The Patriot (2000 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0187393/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Pocahontas (1995 G) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0114148/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 John Adams (2008 TV-14) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0472027/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Captain America (2011 PG-13) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0458339/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0187393/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0114148/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0472027/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0458339/?ref_=nv_sr_2
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 The Crucible (1996 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0115988/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 1776 (1972 G) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0068156/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 The Crossing (2000 TV) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0210628/?ref_=nv_sr_6  

 Amistad (1997 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0118607/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Lincoln (2012 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0443272/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

 Glory (1989 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0097441/?ref_=nv_sr_3  

 Oklahoma! (1999 N/R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0216048/?ref_=nv_sr_4  

 All the Presidents Men (1976 PG) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0074119/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Apollo 13 (1995 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0112384/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Argo (2012 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1024648/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

 Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee (2007 TV-14) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0821638/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Dances with Wolves (1990 PG-13) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0099348/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

o The Last Samurai (2003 R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0325710/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

o Avatar (2009 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0499549/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

 Gettysburg (1993 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107007/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 The Scarlet Letter (1995 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0114345/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Conspirator https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0968264/ 
 
 

MODIFICATIONS   

 Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 

 Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 
specific skill. 

 Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 
OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, and Movie Maker, as examples. 
 

  

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0115988/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0068156/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0210628/?ref_=nv_sr_6
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0118607/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0443272/?ref_=nv_sr_2
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0097441/?ref_=nv_sr_3
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0216048/?ref_=nv_sr_4
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0074119/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0112384/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1024648/?ref_=nv_sr_2
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0821638/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0099348/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0325710/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0499549/?ref_=nv_sr_2
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107007/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0114345/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0968264/
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HISTORY THROUGH FILM ANALYSIS CURRICULUM 
UNIT TWO:  SOCIETY & SOCIETAL CHANGE 

 

STATE STANDARDS  

6.1.12.D.5.b Evaluate how events led to the creation of labor and agricultural 
organizations that protect the rights of workers.  
6.1.12.A.6.a Evaluate the effectiveness of Progressive reforms in preventing unfair 
business practices and political corruption and in promoting social justice.  
6.1.12.D.11.c Explain why women, African Americans, Native Americans, Asian 
Americans, and other minority groups often expressed a strong sense of nationalism 
despite the discrimination they experienced in the military and workforce. 
6.1.12.A.13.b Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and Supreme 
Court decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, the Equal Rights 
Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and Roe 
v. Wade) in promoting civil liberties and equal opportunities.  
6.1.12.B.13.a Determine the factors that led to migration from American cities to 
suburbs in the 1950s and 1960s and describe how this movement impacted cities. 
6.1.12.D.13.d Determine the extent to which suburban living and television supported 
conformity and stereotyping during this time period, while new music, art, and literature 
acted as catalysts for the counterculture movement. 
6.1.12.D.14.b  Assess the effectiveness of actions taken to address the causes of 
continuing urban tensions and violence.  
6.1.12.D.16.c Determine past and present factors that led to the widening of the gap 
between the rich and poor and evaluate how this has affected individuals and society. 
6.1.12.A.16.a Examine the impact of media and technology on political and social 
issues in a global society. 
6.1.12.A.16.b Analyze government efforts to address intellectual property rights, 
personal privacy, and other ethical issues in science, medicine, and business that arise 
from the global use of new technologies.  
6.1.12.C.16.a Evaluate the economic, political, and social impact of new and emerging 
technologies on individuals and nations. 
6.1.12.D.16.a Analyze the impact of American culture on other world cultures from 
multiple perspectives.  
6.1.12.D.16.b Explain how and why technology is transforming access to education and 
educational practices worldwide. 
6.1.12.D.16.c Determine past and present factors that led to the widening of the gap 
between the rich and poor, and evaluate how this has affected individuals and society. 
6.2.12.D.6.a Assess the role of increased personal and business electronic 
communications in creating a “global” culture, and evaluate the impact on traditional 
cultures and values. 
6.3.12.D.2 Analyze a current foreign policy issue by considering current and historical 
perspectives, examining strategies, and presenting possible actions. 
6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting 
national security and/or individual civil rights/ privacy. 
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NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  
RH.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained from specific details to develop an understanding of the text 
as a whole.  
RH.11-12.2. Determine the theme, central ideas, information and/or perspective(s) 
presented in a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key 
events, ideas and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the course of the text.  
RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various perspectives for actions or events; determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 
RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, as well as in words) in 
order to address a question or solve a problem. 
RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, 
into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content.  
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 
NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism.  
NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.  
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 
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NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations.  
NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking.  
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 
9.3.IT‐WD.4 Demonstrate the effective use of tools for digital communication 
production, development and project management. 
9.3.IT‐WD.10 Comply with intellectual property laws, copyright laws and ethical 
practices when creating Web/digital communications. 
9.3.12.AR‐PRF.6 Create stage, film, television or electronic media scripts in a variety of 
traditional and current formats. 
9.3.12.AR‐VIS.1 Describe the history and evolution of the visual arts and its role in and 
impact on society. 
9.3.12.AR‐VIS.2 Analyze how the application of visual arts elements and principles of 
design communicate and express ideas. 
9.3.12.AR‐VIS.3 Analyze and create two and three‐dimensional visual art forms using 
various media. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 

Films reflect the values and beliefs of the period in which they are produced, but just as 
society changes over time, so do the central themes of films.  As social values change, 
the perspective of particular issues may also shift in the film medium. 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS   

Filmmakers use their perspective to shape how an event or person is portrayed. The 
time period during which a film is made impacts the representation of the time period of 
the historical event or person. Perceptions of what is and isn’t acceptable in film has 
changed over time and film has been an influential part of these shifts American society.  
 

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

 Debates 

 Reflection Logs 

 Film Critiques 

 Discussions  
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

1. How do films and popular culture represent social change?   
2. To what extent has tolerance of sex and violence evolved over time?   
3. What does it mean to be a hero?  
4. What does it mean to be an anti-hero?  
5. How does a film reflect the culture of its time?   
6. To what extent is accuracy important when a film portrays real life events?   
7. To what extent does Hollywood have the power to influence votes?  
8. Should filmmakers create socially responsible films? Why or why not?   
9. To what extent do movies reflect social change or cause it?  

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students will be able to... 

 identify the ways in which the changes in American society have been reflected 
in film. 

 construct well developed arguments on the nature of change in American society 
and the degree to which it is mirrored in or caused by American film.  

 analyze whether film helps to create a collective memory of the past. 

 discuss how key historical periods and events change over time across the 
nation and its culture.  

 discuss whether filmmakers should create socially responsible films. 
 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  

 Film Critique: Students will pretend that they work for a major media outlet as a 
film critic.  They must choose one film from this unit and write a one to two-page 
critique of how the film either accurately or inaccurately reflects change in 
American society.  They must include their own personal opinion and use specific 
examples from the film and from class discussions to back up their argument.  

 Debates: 
o Does Hollywood have the power to influence voters? 
o Should filmmakers have to create socially responsible films? 
o Hero v. Anti-Hero: What does it mean to be either?  Which is more 

acceptable in America?  How has that changed over time? 
 

SUGGESTED FILMS 

 The Wire (2002-08 TV MA) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0306414/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 The Sting (1973 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0070735/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid (1969 PG) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0064115/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 A Tree Grows in Brooklyn (1945 PG) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0038190/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Gangs of New York (2002 R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0217505/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Bonnie & Clyde  (1967 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0061418/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 The Untouchables (1987 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0094226/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0306414/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0070735/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0064115/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0038190/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0217505/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0061418/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0094226/?ref_=nv_sr_1
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 A Bronx Tale (1993 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0106489/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Stand by Me (1986 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0092005/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 The Departed (2006 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0407887/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Goodfellas (1990 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0099685/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Pleasantville  (1998 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120789/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

 Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (1939 N/R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0031679/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Rocky (1976 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0075148/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

 The Insider (1999 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0140352/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Good Night, and Good Luck (2005 PG) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0433383/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? (1967 N/R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0061735/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 The Outsiders (1983 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0086066/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

 The Breakfast Club (1985 R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0088847/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Mr. Mom (1983 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0085970/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Reservoir Dogs  (1992 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0105236/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 The Pursuit of Happyness (2006 PG-13) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0454921/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Good Will Hunting (1997 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0119217/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Dog Day Afternoon (1975 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0072890/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 American Gangster (2007 R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0765429/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Catch Me if You Can (2002 PG-13) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0264464/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Spotlight (2015 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1895587/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 The Shawshank Redemption (1994 R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0111161/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 American Graffiti (1973 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0069704/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Footloose (1984 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0087277/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Brooklyn (2015 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2381111/?ref_=nv_sr_3  

 Moscow on the Hudson (1984 R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0087747/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 In America (2002 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0298845/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1  

 The Visitor (2007 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0857191/?ref_=nv_sr_1  
 

MODIFICATIONS   

 Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 

 Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 
specific skill. 

 Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 
OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, and Movie Maker, as examples. 

  

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0106489/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0092005/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0407887/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0099685/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120789/?ref_=nv_sr_2
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0031679/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0075148/?ref_=nv_sr_2
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0140352/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0433383/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0061735/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0086066/?ref_=nv_sr_2
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0088847/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0085970/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0105236/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0454921/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0119217/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0072890/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0765429/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0264464/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1895587/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0111161/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0069704/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0087277/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2381111/?ref_=nv_sr_3
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0087747/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0298845/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0857191/?ref_=nv_sr_1
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HISTORY THROUGH FILM ANALYSIS CURRICULUM 
UNIT THREE:  RACE 

 

STATE STANDARDS  

6.1.12.A.16.a Examine the impact of media and technology on political and social 
issues in a global society 
6.1.12.A.16.b Analyze government efforts to address intellectual property rights, 
personal privacy, and other ethical issues in science, medicine, and business that arise 
from the global use of new technologies. 
6.1.12.C.16.a Evaluate the economic, political, and social impact of new and emerging 
technologies on individuals and nations 
6.1.12.D.16.a Analyze the impact of American culture on other world cultures from 
multiple perspectives. 
6.1.12.D.16.b Explain how and why technology is transforming access to education and 
educational practices worldwide. 
6.2.12.D.6.a Assess the role of increased personal and business electronic 
communications in creating a “global” culture, and evaluate the impact on traditional 
cultures and values. 
6.3.12.D.2 Analyze a current foreign policy issue by considering current and historical 
perspectives, examining strategies, and presenting possible actions. 
6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting 
national security and/or individual civil rights/ privacy. 
6.1.12.D.2.a Analyze contributions and perspectives of African Americans, Native 
Americans, and women during the American Revolution. 
6.1.12.A.3.h Examine multiple perspectives on slavery and evaluate the claims used to 
justify the arguments. 
6.1.12.D.2.e Determine the impact of African American leaders and institutions in 
shaping free Black communities in the North. 
6.1.12.A.6.c Relate the creation of African American advocacy organizations (i.e., the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) to United States Supreme 
Court decisions (i.e., Plessy v. Ferguson) and state and local governmental policies. 
6.1.12.D.8.a Explain why the Great Migration led to heightened racial tensions, 
restrictive laws, a rise in repressive organizations, and an increase in violence. 
6.1.12.D.8.b Assess the impact of artists, writers, and musicians of the 1920s, including 
the Harlem Renaissance, on American culture and values. 
6.1.12.C.13.a Explain how individuals and organizations used economic measures 
(e.g., the Montgomery Bus Boycott, sit downs, etc.) as weapons in the struggle for civil 
and human rights. 
6.1.12.D.13.a Determine the impetus for the Civil Rights Movement and explain why 
national governmental actions were needed to ensure civil rights for African Americans. 
6.1.12.D.13.b Compare and contrast the leadership and ideology of Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and Malcolm X during the Civil Rights Movement, and evaluate their legacies. 
6.2.12.D.5.b Assess the impact of Gandhi’s methods of civil disobedience and passive 
resistance in India and determine how his methods were later used by people from 
other countries. 
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NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence.  
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
RH.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained from specific details to develop an understanding of the text 
as a whole.  
RH.11-12.2. Determine the theme, central ideas, information and/or perspective(s) 
presented in a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key 
events, ideas and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the course of the text.  
RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various perspectives for actions or events; determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 
RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the 
course of a text. 
RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, as well as in words) in 
order to address a question or solve a problem. 
RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, 
into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content.  
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach.  
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NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 
NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.  
NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism.  
NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.  
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 
NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations.  
NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking.  
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 
general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 
9.3.IT‐WD.4 Demonstrate the effective use of tools for digital communication 
production, development and project management. 

9.3.IT‐WD.10 Comply with intellectual property laws, copyright laws and ethical 
practices when creating Web/digital communications. 
9.3.12.AR‐PRF.6 Create stage, film, television or electronic media scripts in a variety of 
traditional and current formats. 
9.3.12.AR‐VIS.1 Describe the history and evolution of the visual arts and its role in and 
impact on society. 
9.3.12.AR‐VIS.2 Analyze how the application of visual arts elements and principles of 
design communicate and express ideas. 
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9.3.12.AR‐VIS.3 Analyze and create two and three‐dimensional visual art forms using 
various media. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 

As in American history, minorities have long been sidelined from mainstream 
opportunities by racism, both overt and subtle, in the film industry.  Whether type-cast 
based on stereotype or denied entry to the creative process, minorities have been 
invisible throughout much of film history.  Their portrayal in American films has routinely 
reflected this bias in the telling of America’s stories, making film a significant player as 
both a cause and a reflection of these values.   
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS   

The role of African Americans, Latino Americans, and Asian Americans in film has 
evolved in recent decades, expanding their presence both on screen and behind the 
camera.  As a result, the images and portrayal of African Americans, Latino Americans, 
and Asian Americans has changed significantly to reflect their cultural relevance and 
those qualities that make us all human.  
 

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

 Class discussions 

 Debates 

 Film Critiques  
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

1. How have social movements impacted the film industry?   
2. How have portrayals of various races and ethnicities evolved over time?   
3. How do social trends correspond with trends in film?  
4. How have the themes in films reflected the change in American values?  
5. How do the plot and characterizations reflect the culture of a time period?  
6. How are minorities represented in film?   
7. What is type-casting?   
8. To what extent do American films personify its values regarding Race?   
9. How does a film reflect the culture, beliefs, and values of its time?   
10. Should filmmakers create socially responsible films? Why or why not?   
11. To what extent do movies reflect social change or cause it?  

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students will be able to... 

 identify racial and ethnic disparities in filmmaking. 

 discuss the need for diversity and representation in film and media. 

 analyze the role of minorities in film. 

 understand how the portrayal of Race shapes attitudes and values about various 
groups. 

 construct a well-developed argument (written or oral) on the essential questions, 
enduring understandings, and big ideas from this unit.  
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SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  

 Essay: Students will (using their own research and examples from class) argue 
whether films reflect societal change or create it.  They will present their findings 
to the class. 

 Socratic Seminar: Evolution of representation in American film.  The class will be 
divided into different time periods and genres and research how race and 
ethnicity are portrayed.  The whole class will come together to discuss how 
representation has evolved over time and to explain why representation in film 
matters.  

 

SUGGESTED FILMS 

 Black Panther (2018 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1825683/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Selma (2014 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1020072/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

 Malcolm X (1992 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0104797/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Get Out (2017 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5052448/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Boyz N the Hood (1991 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0101507/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 The Help (2011 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1454029/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Birth of a Nation  
o 1915 (N/R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0004972/?ref_=nv_sr_1 
o 2016 ( R )  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4196450/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

 Office Space (1999 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0151804/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Flags of Our Fathers (2006 R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0418689/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Letters from Iwo Jima (2006 R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0498380/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Gone with the Wind (1939 G) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0031381/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

 12 Years a Slave (2013 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2024544/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Mississippi Burning (1988 R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0095647/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Ali (2001 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0248667/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1  

 Joe and Max (2002 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0281938/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Remember the Titans (2000 PG) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0210945/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 We are Marshall (2006 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0758794/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Crash (2004 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0375679/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Dear White People (2014 R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2235108/?ref_=tt_rec_tti (Also a TV show)  

 The Joy Luck Club (1993 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107282/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 The Big Sick (2017 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5462602/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Beatriz at Dinner (2017 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5929750/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Fruitvale Station (2013 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2334649/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Loving (2016 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4669986/?ref_=nv_sr_3  

 Blazing Saddles (1974 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0071230/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1825683/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1020072/?ref_=nv_sr_2
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0104797/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5052448/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0101507/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1454029/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0004972/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4196450/?ref_=nv_sr_2
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0151804/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0418689/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0498380/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0031381/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2024544/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0095647/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0248667/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0281938/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0210945/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0758794/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0375679/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2235108/?ref_=tt_rec_tti
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107282/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5462602/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5929750/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2334649/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4669986/?ref_=nv_sr_3
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0071230/?ref_=nv_sr_1
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 Grand Torino (2008 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1205489/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Doctor Strange (2016 PG-13) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1211837/?ref_=nv_sr_3  

 Enter the Dragon (1973 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0070034/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

 Mississippi Masala (1991 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0102456/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Mulan (1998 G) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120762/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 McFarland, USA (2015 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2097298/?ref_=nv_sr_4  

 Coco (2017 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2380307/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Frontera (2014 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2510028/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Stand and Deliver (1988 PG) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0094027/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Smoke Signals (1998 PG-13) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120321/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 The Reluctant Fundamentalist  (2012 R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2032557/?ref_=nv_sr_1  
 

MODIFICATIONS 

 Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 

 Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 
specific skill. 

 Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 
OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, and Movie Maker, as examples. 

 
 

  

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1205489/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1211837/?ref_=nv_sr_3
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0070034/?ref_=nv_sr_2
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0102456/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120762/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2097298/?ref_=nv_sr_4
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2380307/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2510028/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0094027/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120321/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2032557/?ref_=nv_sr_1
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HISTORY THROUGH FILM ANALYSIS CURRICULUM 
UNIT FOUR:  GENDER 

 

STATE STANDARDS  

6.1.12.A.16.a Examine the impact of media and technology on political and social 
issues in a global society. 
6.1.12.A.16.b Analyze government efforts to address intellectual property rights, 
personal privacy, and other ethical issues in science, medicine, and business that arise 
from the global use of new technologies. 
6.1.12.C.16.a Evaluate the economic, political, and social impact of new and emerging 
technologies on individuals and nations 
6.1.12.D.16.a Analyze the impact of American culture on other world cultures from 
multiple perspectives. 
6.1.12.D.16.b Explain how and why technology is transforming access to education and 
educational practices worldwide. 
6.2.12.D.6.a Assess the role of increased personal and business electronic 
communications in creating a “global” culture, and evaluate the impact on traditional 
cultures and values. 
6.3.12.D.2 Analyze a current foreign policy issue by considering current and historical 
perspectives, examining strategies, and presenting possible actions. 
6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting 
national security and/or individual civil rights/ privacy. 
6.1.12.D.2.d Analyze arguments for new women’s roles and rights, and explain why 
18th-century society limited women’s aspirations. 
6.1.12.D.5.d Relate varying immigrants’ experiences to gender, race, ethnicity, or 
occupation. 
6.1.12.A.6.a Evaluate the effectiveness of Progressive reforms in preventing unfair 
business practices and political corruption and in promoting social justice. 
6.1.12.A.6.b Evaluate the ways in which women organized to promote government 
policies (i.e., abolition, women’s suffrage, and the temperance movement) designed to 
address injustice, inequality, workplace safety, and immorality. 
6.1.12.D.6.c Analyze the successes and failures of efforts to expand women’s rights, 
including the work of important leaders (i.e., Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, 
Alice Paul, and Lucy Stone) and the eventual ratification of the 19th Amendment. 
6.1.12.C.8.b Relate social, cultural, and technological changes in the interwar period to 
the rise of a consumer economy and the changing role and status of women. 
6.1.12.C.8.b Relate social, cultural, and technological changes in the interwar period to 
the rise of a consumer economy and the changing role and status of women. 
6.2.12.D.4.j Analyze how the social, economic, and political roles of women were 
transformed during this time period. 
6.2.12.D.5.d Analyze how feminist movements and social conditions have affected the 
lives of women in different parts of the world, and evaluate women’s progress toward 
social equality, economic equality, and political equality in various countries. 
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NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence.  
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
RH.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained from specific details to develop an understanding of the text 
as a whole.  
RH.11-12.2. Determine the theme, central ideas, information and/or perspective(s) 
presented in a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key 
events, ideas and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the course of the text.  
RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various perspectives for actions or events; determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 
RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the 
course of a text. 
RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, as well as in words) in 
order to address a question or solve a problem. 
RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, 
into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content.  
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach.  
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NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 
NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.  
NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism.  
NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.  
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 
NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations.  
NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking.  
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 
general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 
9.3.12.AR‐PRF.6 Create stage, film, television or electronic media scripts in a variety of 
traditional and current formats. 

9.3.12.AR‐VIS.1 Describe the history and evolution of the visual arts and its role in and 
impact on society. 
9.3.12.AR‐VIS.2 Analyze how the application of visual arts elements and principles of 
design communicate and express ideas. 
9.3.12.AR‐VIS.3 Analyze and create two and three‐dimensional visual art forms using 
various media. 
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BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 

Women and the LGBTQ community have long been on the sidelines in American film 
and in American history. Film is used as both a cause of and a reflection of change in 
American values and culture over time. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  

The role of women in film has evolved in recent decades. The role of the LGBTQ 
community in film has evolved in recent decades. Representation of women and the 
LGBTQ community has increased significantly in recent decades but has yet to reach 
the level of representation of other majority and minority groups in American film.   

 

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

 Discussion 

 Film critiques 

 Debates 

 Reflection journals  
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

1. How have the women’s and LGBTQ movements impacted the film industry?   
2. How have portrayals of women and the LGBTQ community evolved over time?   
3. How do social trends correspond with trends in film?  
4. To what extent is accuracy important when a film portrays real life events?   
5. How do American films personify its values regarding Gender and sexuality?   
6. How does a film reflect the culture, beliefs, and values of its time regarding 

women and sexuality?   
7. Who is responsible for creating meaning in films?  Should filmmakers create 

socially responsible films where gender and sexuality are concerned? Why or 
why not?   

8. To what extent do movies reflect social change or cause it?  
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students will be able to... 

 identify gender disparities in filmmaking. 

 discuss the need for diversity and representation in film and media. 

 analyze the role of women and the LGBTQ community in film. 

 explain how film reflects the culture, beliefs, and values of its time regarding 
women and sexuality. 

 discuss social responsibility in film making. 

 construct a well-developed argument (written or oral) on the essential questions, 
enduring understandings, and big ideas from this unit.  

 
 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
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 Reflection journal: Is it important for me as the consumer to have a story that is 
accurate rather than entertaining?  Explain your reasoning using specific 
examples. 

 Debate: Do movies reflect or create social change?   

 Essay: How do American films personify its values regarding gender and 
sexuality?  How has this changed over time?  

 

SUGGESTED FILMS 

 Iron Jawed Angels (2004 TV) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0338139/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Milk (2008 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1013753/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Wonder Woman (2017 PG-13) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0451279/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Hidden Figures (2016 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4846340/?ref_=nv_sr_3  

 Erin Brockovich  (2000 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0195685/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 A League of Their Own (1992 PG) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0104694/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Norma Rae (1979 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0079638/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 9 to 5 (1980 PG) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0080319/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Boys Don’t Cry (1999 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0171804/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Transamerica (2005 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0407265/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Dallas Buyers Club (2013 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0790636/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Ocean’s 8 (2018 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5164214/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Clueless (1995 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0112697/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Alien (1979 R)  

 Thelma & Louise (1991 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0103074/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 In a World… (2013 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2294677/?ref_=nv_sr_5  

 All About Eve (1950 N/R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0042192/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Carol (2015 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2402927/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

 The Birdcage (1996 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0115685/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 The Kids are Alright (2010 R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0842926/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Love, Simon (2018 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5164432/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Other People (2016 Unrated) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4158876/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

 Moonlight (2016 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4975722/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Battle of the Sexes  (2017 PG-13) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4622512/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Call Me by Your Name  (2017 R) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5726616/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Boy Meets Girl (2014 Unrated) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3007302/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

 Philadelphia (1993 PG-13) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107818/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0338139/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1013753/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0451279/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4846340/?ref_=nv_sr_3
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0195685/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0104694/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0079638/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0080319/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0171804/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0407265/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0790636/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5164214/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0112697/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0103074/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2294677/?ref_=nv_sr_5
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0042192/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2402927/?ref_=nv_sr_2
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0115685/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0842926/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5164432/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4158876/?ref_=nv_sr_2
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4975722/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4622512/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5726616/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3007302/?ref_=nv_sr_2
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107818/?ref_=nv_sr_2
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 And the Band Played On (1993 PG-13) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0106273/?ref_=nv_sr_2  

 The Perks of Being a Wallflower (2012 PG-13) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1659337/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 This is Everything: Gigi Gorgeous (2017 Documentary) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5875666/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Matt Shepard is a Friend of Mine (2014 Not Rated) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2555302/?ref_=nv_sr_1  

 Bridesmaids (2011 R) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1478338/?ref_=nv_sr_1  
 

   MODIFICATIONS   

 Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 

 Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 
specific skill. 

 Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 
OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, and Movie Maker, as examples. 

  

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0106273/?ref_=nv_sr_2
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1659337/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5875666/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2555302/?ref_=nv_sr_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1478338/?ref_=nv_sr_1


River Dell Regional School District 
History Through Film Analysis Curriculum 29 
Approved October 2018 
 

V. Course Materials 
www.imdb.com 
www.rottentomatoes.com  
Teaching Difficult History Through Film (2017) edited by Jeremy Stoddard, Alan S. 
Markus, and David Hicks 
Teaching History Through Film (2010) by Alan Markus, Scott Alan Metzger, Richard J. 
Paxton, and Jeremy D. Stoddard 
www.netflix.com 
www.hulu.com 
www.hbogo.com 
www.showtime.com 
www.starz.com  
BCCLS  
www.amazon.com 
The New York Times  
The Hillside Public School District Curriculum Guide: Film/Theater Genre 9-12 
The Boulder Valley School District Curriculum Guide: American History-American Film 
River Dell Regional School District Curriculum Guide: Film Analysis  
http://www.teachwithmovies.org/us-history-culture-subject-list.htm  
https://doingsocialstudies.com/2013/11/04/teaching-with-movies/  
http://teachinghistory.org/issues-and-research/research-brief/20297  
http://www.dcstigers.org/Syllabi/Mr.%20Zarkowski/History%20Through%20the%20Medi
a.pdf  
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/april-
1999/lessons-from-the-screen-film-and-video-in-the-classrooom  
https://www.smore.com/vttpy-us-history-through-film  
http://www.teachwithmovies.org/us-history-culture-subject-list.htm 
The Complete Hidden Figures Curriculum Guide  
Teaching Social Studies Through Film written by John Burkowski and Xose Manuel 
Alvarino courtesy of The Education Fund 
https://www.educationfund.org/file_download/inline/9e86c18a-59e5-4925-a92e-
fb69ec7ec02a  
 
  

http://www.imdb.com/
http://www.rottentomatoes.com/
http://www.netflix.com/
http://www.hulu.com/
http://www.hbogo.com/
http://www.showtime.com/
http://www.starz.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.teachwithmovies.org/us-history-culture-subject-list.htm
https://doingsocialstudies.com/2013/11/04/teaching-with-movies/
http://teachinghistory.org/issues-and-research/research-brief/20297
http://www.dcstigers.org/Syllabi/Mr.%20Zarkowski/History%20Through%20the%20Media.pdf
http://www.dcstigers.org/Syllabi/Mr.%20Zarkowski/History%20Through%20the%20Media.pdf
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/april-1999/lessons-from-the-screen-film-and-video-in-the-classrooom
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/april-1999/lessons-from-the-screen-film-and-video-in-the-classrooom
https://www.smore.com/vttpy-us-history-through-film
http://www.teachwithmovies.org/us-history-culture-subject-list.htm
https://www.educationfund.org/file_download/inline/9e86c18a-59e5-4925-a92e-fb69ec7ec02a
https://www.educationfund.org/file_download/inline/9e86c18a-59e5-4925-a92e-fb69ec7ec02a
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VI. Curriculum Differentiation  
 
Sample Differentiation Strategies and Techniques that apply to Social Studies 
Sample Resources: 

 CanDo Descriptors - https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/ 

 Colorin Colorado - http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/ 

 WIDA - https://www.wida.us/ 
 
For English Language Learners 
Please refer to the following link-
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf 
 as mentioned on the NJDOE website.   
 

https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/
https://www.wida.us/

